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Jealousy is a dead
poison that is fatal to
the soul.
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Nepal Roulette

hen a country is forced to get 14 governments in the span of
‘ ; s / 16 years, it shows it has a poor, dysfunctional democracy in
which political parties seem to be interested more in feath-
ering their own nests than working for the well-being of the people who
elect them to rule. This is the fate of democracy in Nepal that abolished
a 239-year-old monarchy in 2008 and embraced parliamentary democ-
racy. Now, it is set for a new coalition government led by KP Sharma
Oliafter the ultra-Left Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal lost a par-
liamentary vote of confidence. It marked the end of a tumultuous 20-
month tenure during which he had faced no-confidence five times, in-
cluding the last one. He had survived the previous tests by frequently
changing his allies to cling to power with his party, Communist Party
of Nepal (Maoist Centre) having even the lowest tally among the three
main contenders.

Dahal was forced to either resign or prove his majority in parliament
after hislargest ally, the liberal Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-
Leninist), led by Oli, withdrew support last week. Oli is an old player
who also knows the tricks or the art of forming coalitions to hang on
to power. He has been Prime Minister thrice before. Now, as he is
sworn in, he gets the stint for the fourth time. He struck a deal with
the centrist Nepali Congress (NC) only a few weeks back. This gives
him enough seats for a majority. According to this deal, Oli is to remain
PM for half of the remaining term, while the former five-time PM Sher
Bahadur Deuba of the NC will replace him for the rest of the period.
Nepal's next general elections are due in 2027.

Dahal needed at least 138 votes in the 275-member house to retain power.
His fate was sealed after he parted company with Oli. In the end, a total
of 63 of the 258 lawmakers present in the chambers voted for him, 194
voted against, and one abstained. In his third term as prime minister,
which began in December 2022, Dahal changed his main coalition
partner three times.

Just ashis final fall was predictable with the NC and the CPN (UML)
joining hands, so also was his criticism ahead of the vote on no-con-
fidence that Oli's coalition was against “democratic practice.” NC is
the largest party in parliament and CPN (UML) is the second largest.
He expressed fear that the new government may turn regressive and
authoritarian. Such high sounding words do not mean much in Nepal
politics as the country remains an inchoate democracy.

Nepal’s politics is closely monitored by both India and China. India
is likely to gain as long as NC influences the government policies,
whereas China prefers a Communist government in place to serve its
interests. Oli is an astute leader who previously maintained a fine
balance between the two giant Himalayan neighbours, though he is tilted
towards China to decrease Nepal's dependence on New Delhi.

Nepal has for the past one and a half decade been plagued by a re-
volving door of ageing prime ministers and a culture of horse-trading
has fuelled public perceptions that the government is out of touch
with Nepal's pressing problems. Though Oli is an old face in parliament,
he is confronted with new challenges. Observers are now keeping a watch
on whether the new government will be more democratic and work well
for the Nepali people or could it turn autocratic since the two alliance
partners have between them the strength of numbers.

WISDOM CORNER

The man who acquires the ability to take full possession of his own
mind may take possession of anything else to which he is justly
entitled.

~

ANDREW CARNEGIE
Your vision will become clear only when you can look into your own
heart. Who looks outside, dreams; who looks inside, awakes.
CARL JUNG
Time changes everything except something within us which is
always surprised by change.
‘THOMAS HARDY

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

B 1935: The world's first parking meters were installed in Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma; the device, which sought to ease congestion, was
designed by Carl C. Magee.

W 1945: First atomic bomb exploded near Alamogordo, New
Mexico. The United States tested the first atomic bomb this day
in 1945 near Alamogordo, New Mexico, and the following month
dropped atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in Japan, has-
tening the end of World War II.

W 1951: The Catcher in the Rye is published. The book, written by
J.D. Salinger is considered to be one of the top 100 works of fic-
tion of the 20th century.

W 1965: The Mont Blanc Tunnel officially opened, linking France
and Ttaly; at the time, it was the world's longest vehicular tun-
nel, spanning 7.3 miles (11.7 km).

W 1969: Apollo 11 lifted off from NASA's John F. Kennedy Space
Center in Florida, and four days later two of its astronauts, Neil
Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin, became the first humans to set
foot on the Moon.

M 1979: Saddam Hussein became president of Iraq, and his bru-
tal rule, which lasted 24 years, was marked by costly and un-
successtul wars with neighbouring countries as well as atroci-
ties against the Iraqi people. Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr, the fourth
president of Iraq, resigned from his post citing health reasons
and promoted his Vice President, Saddam Hussein to the post
of President.

W 1981 Mahathir bin Mohamad takes office for the first time.
Mohamad, took office as the fourth Prime Minister of Malaysia
and remained in the position until 2003, becoming Malayasia's
longest serving prime minister and Asia's longest serving
politician.
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ROOKIE ON THE JOB

rookie police officer was out for

his first ride in a cruiser with an
experienced partner. A call came in
telling them to disperse some people
who were loitering.
The officers drove to the street and
observed a small crowd standing on
acorner.
‘The rookie rolled down his window

3 and said, “Let's get off the corner

people.”
A few glances, but no one moved, so

he barked again,
“Let's get off that
corner... NOW!” Intimidated, the
group of people began to leave,
casting puzzled stares in his
direction.
Proud of his first official act, the
young policeman turned to his
partner and asked, “Well, how did |
do?"” “Pretty good,” chuckled the vet,
“especially since this is a bus stop.”

Sanjana
Brahmawar Mohan

EVEN WITH THE
POOR QUALITY
OF TEACHING IN
INDIAN MEDICAL
COLLEGES,
THERE IS A WIDE
DISCONNECT
BETWEEN
FOREIGN-
EDUCATED
DOCTORS AND
LOCAL ONES

SPE
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here isa growing voice
on the “commerciali-
sation” of healthcare,
with stories surfacing
time and again - the recent re-
ports around kidney trans-
plantation beinga case in point.
Partly in response to the situa-
tion it seems, the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita came into force
this Doctors Day, with a provi-
sion of jail terms for doctors if
found guilty of negligence. The
many errors in the NEET ex-
amination and postponement
of the PG entrance exams have
brought the country’s attention
to medical education. As we
start rebuilding the examina-
tion processes it will be pertinent
to see what more needs to be
done so that our doctors are on
top of their work.

In our decade long work of
providing primary healthcare
in rural tribal Rajasthan we
have worked with alarge num-
ber of young doctors and in-
teracted with many more work-
ingacross government Primary
Health Centres (PHCs) and
Community Health Centres
(CHCs). We have also conducted
several workshops for doctors to
sensitise them to the realities of
rural India. Based on these we
sharea few priorities that need
to be addressed.

There isa popular lament that
MBBS doctors of yesteryear
knew alot more about medicine
than the present-day ones, and
could “see” patients independ-
ently Many of us will remember
doctors visiting our homes with
abriefcase, seeing the sick, and
providing treatment there and
then. They have all but disap-
peared. There wasa lot of rigour
inmedical college teaching with
teachers fully invested in their
students, and knowing each one
personally. Classes were held as
per schedule.

Thisrigour is weakening. In
the rural sensitisation work-
shops, many doctors spoke of
their presence at the college not
mattering, of “studyingat home™
and staying away for weeks to-
gether They lamented that their
teachers have little time for
them - “people are all mouths,
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WHAT AILS OUR DOCS?
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We need to make sure that all those becoming
doctors have both knowledge and skills, and the
empathy that a doctor requires

notears,” is something we hear
frequently. “Your business is to
treat patients, not to be empa-
thetic” -a senior gynaecologist
had once chided one of them.

We also hear the other side of
the story, from private medical
colleges. The doctors-in-the-
making come from very rich
families, go around in fancy
cars, withlittle interest in their
classes. Many of them have es-
tablished nursing homes/hos-
pitals to go back to on comple-
tion. At times the management
also pressures teachers, to clear
(and not detain) them.

A third group that is growing
fast, are students who complete
their medical education in
China/Russia/other east
European countries. Even with
the poor quality of teaching in
the Indian medical colleges,
there is a wide disconnect be-
tween foreign-educated doctors
andlocal ones. There is no clear
flow of information when talk-
ing to patients, also a lack of
knowledge of many of the ba-
sics of medicine.

This cannot go on. We need to
make sure that all those be-
coming doctors have both the
knowledge and skills, and the
empathy thata doctor requires.

Some months ago, one of our
doctors received a call from a
friend- a doctor working at a
PHC. He had just diagnosed a pa-
tient with malariaand was call-
ingto inquire what treatment to
give. For doctors working on a
standalone basis, this need for

guidance is to be expected: ina
day they could be seeing many
infections (TB, malaria, others),
non-communicable diseases,
pregnant women with compli-
cations, while also suturing peo-
ple with road traffic accidents,
and conducting deliveries.
This need got a number of us
doctors working in different
parts of India, to come together
asagroup. We post our questions
inthe group, or call up an expert
for guidance: how do you man-
age fluctuating blood sugar in
ayoung woman with diabetes?
How do you treat malaria ina
pregnant woman? We meet on-
line once a week - to share new
knowledge, case studies, and
also ask questions. Interacting
with doctors working across
PHCs in rural areas and also
in hospitals in cities, we see
they have few peers/ seniors to
turn to, when in doubt. We need
systems for doctors to get an-
swers to their questions, and to
make sure they stay up to date
with new knowledge - not nec-
essarily coming from the drug
companies. There is talk of in-
troduci inations for re-

are saved? A week ago a woman
with eclampsia was referred
from one of our clinic areas to
Udaipu, a distance of 120 km.
‘When she reached the hospi-
tal, she had been having seizures
for over 3 hours and was barely
conscious. That she was saved
owes a lot to the prompt treat-
ment she received from the gy-
naecologists and nurses. In dif-
ferent news media, such stories
do need to be featured. These will
have a significant impact, both
onhow doctors view themselves
and their profession, as well as
how society views them.

Two stories doing the rounds
at present are around the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, and
the kidney transplant racket.
Let us go back- when was the last
time we talked about the ap-
palling conditions in which our
young doctors/doctors-in-the-
making study - the hostels they
live in, food they eat, their ab-
normally long duty rosters?
‘When did we celebrate stories
of lives they save day after day?
We remember well the stellar
roles our doctors played dur-
ing the COVID pandemic.

We need to keep telling such
stories. The absence of such sto-
ries and constant presence of
ot so positive ones creates a
disquiet which can be dangerous.
Afew yearsago ina hospital in
central Rajasthan, in a compli-
cated delivery the woman died.
‘The immediate backlash from
the media and the (expected)
pressure from the family was
not unexpected. But the tragedy
that followed was not expected,
and heartbreaking: the doctor
under the spotlight could not
take the strain and ended her life.

The situation in our country
today is a wakeup call. As we

tart 1 ing our healthcare,

newing registration. This will
help, but we need to do more.
‘What are the kinds of news
that keep feeding our news chan-
nels and social media? At pres-
ent it isalot about India winning
the World Cup, and a celebrity
marriage. Stories of likely mis-
conduct, such as the kidney
transplant stories get attention,
but what about ones where lives

it would be worthwhile to not
pick up fragments but to see it
asawhole.

The writer is a doctor

and co-founder of Basic
Healthcare Services, a
Rajasthan-based non-profit
that runs primary
healthcare centres.
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What to make of Russia-North Korea bloc

Yoon Young-kwan

THE WEST SHOULD
FOCUS ON
LEVERAGING THE
STRATEGIC
INCONGRUENCE
BETWEEN CHINA,
RUSSIA, AND
NORTH KOREA

ot content with disturb-
ing the peace in Europe,
Russian President
Vladimir Putin recently signed
a comprehensive strategic part-
nership treaty with his North
Korean counterpart, Kim Jong-
un. As troubling to China's lead-
ersas it is to Western officials, the
deal is shaking up the geopolitics
of Northeast Asia and sending re-
verberations around the world.
Despite the strategic unease
that Putin has provoked, the West
must be careful neither to over-
estimate nor underestimate the
treaty’s importance. The reasons
for Putin’s recent trip to
Pyongyang - his first visit in 24
years — were deeply pragmatic.
Russia urgently needs North
Korean ammunition, weapons,
and labourers to continue waging
its war against Ukraine; and
North Korea, as isolated as ever,
longs for diplomatic support, as
well as energy, food, cash, and
sensitive military technologies
of thekind that only the Kremlin
can provide. For Kim, Russian
military technologies are partic-
ularly important, because they
could enable North Korean nu-
clear-armed intercontinental bal-
listic missiles to survive re-entry

into Earth’s atmosphere and hit
any target in the world without
being intercepted by missile-de-
fense systems. Moreover, if North
Korea can produce quiet nuclear
submarines with Russia’s help,
they would pose a major security
risk not just to South Korea and
Japan, but also to the United States.
If Russia does provide such
sensitive technologies to North
Korea, it will upend the mili-
tary balance on the Korean
Peninsulaand across Northeast
Asia. But a major limitation
might prevent Russia from doing
so: the incongruity between
China’s global strategy and those
of Russia and North Korea.
China’s highest strategic pri-
ority is winning the global com-
petition against the US. Its lead-
ers want to replace the US-led
unipolar international system
with a Chinese-dominated mul-
tipolar arrangement, and have
tried to drive wedges between
the USand its allies, hoping to pull
some into its own orbit. China has
refrained from providing direct
military assistance to Russia, de-
spite their “no-limits” partnership,
precisely because it wants to
avoid driving European coun-
tries fully into America’s arms.

Similarly, China has been pur-
suing more amiable diplomatic
relations with South Korea, in-
cluding by participating in a tri-
lateral South Korea-Japan-China
summit in Seoul in May, where it
voiced its commitment to the “de-
nuclearization of the Korean
Peninsula.” By contrast, Russia’s
most urgent concern is winning
the war it started.

In the meantime, Kim will be
desperate to get his hands on
the highly sensitive Russian mil-
itary technologies he craves. His
primary goal is to establish North
Koreaasa de facto nuclear state
that the international community
will just have to accept. Of course,
if Russia does succumb to North
Korean pressure and gives Kim
the technologies he wants, the US-
Japanese-South Korean part-
nership will grow stronger. There
would be more frequent joint
military exercises, and more US
strategic assets allocated to the
peninsula. South Korean pub-
lic opinion might also shift fur-
ther toward supporting a do-
mestic nuclear weapons
programme or redeploying US
tactical nuclear weapons on
South Korean territory. These
developments would be counter

to China’s strategic interests.

Despite appearing to be side-
lined from the Russia-North Korea
strategic marriage, China holds
significant leverage over both
smaller powers. China’s economy
is about nine times larger than
Russia’sand more thana thousand
times the size of North Korea's.
Russia probably could not con-
tinue fighting in Ukraine if China
stopped purchasing Russian en-
ergy exports or stopped providing
dual-use materials. Likewise, the
North Korean economy simply
cannot survive without Chinese
food, energy, and trade. Given
these dynamics, the West should
focus onleveraging the strategic
incongruence between China,
Russia, and North Korea.

Chinese and US strategic in-
terests overlap far more on the
Korean Peninsula than they do
in Ukraine or the Middle East.
Both want stability in the re-
gion, which suggests that diplo-
macy toward that end has a real
chance of success if both coun-
tries make the effort.

The writer is a former
minister of foreign affairs of
the Republic of Korea.
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Zero-sum politics

Sir, This refers to “Trump faces gun,” Orissa POST, July 15. The attempted
assassination of Donald Trump by a gunman conﬁrms that the US is the land
of guns in which the atmosphere is vitiated by the incendiary nature of po-
litical rhetoric in highly polarised times. It's a no-brainer that having firearms
so easily available is a recipe for a weapon reaching the wrong hands. But
in its wisdom, America finds the theory of self-defence trumping the prac-
tice of threat of abullet. About4 out of 10 US adultslive ina household own-
inga gun. This includes 32% who acknowledge owning a firearm. It’s believed

Bilateral ties

Sir, India’s “Vishwa Bandhu” image was reiter-
ated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi while in-
teracting with the Indian diaspora during his
two-day Austria tour. Modi and Chancellor Karl
Nehammer emphasised on a quick end to the
Ukraine war and establishment of peace in West
Asia. Both the nations rightly agreed upon areas
of robust infrastructural partnership, innova-

owninga gun increases safety by allowinglaw abiding citizens to protect them-
selves. At best, this exposes a society distrustful of its own law and order ca-

tion, renewable energy, water and waste man-
agement, artificial intelligence and smart cities”

pabilities. At worst, it tells us of a society where di:
True, assassinations also happen in countries with tightly gun control. But
without doubt, it’s a far more dangerous society that chooses to freely wield
guns than those where it's difficult to carry them. This moment serves a warn-
ing not just to America, but also to democracies across the world, against a
zero-sum politics in which campaigning is a bloodsport, where both sides see
it as a fight to finish and where the winner must take all.

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE

de Asaverred by the PM it's on democ-
racy, freedom, liberty, multilingualism and rule
of law that the bilateral relationship is firmly
glued. Modi's Vienna visit came at an appropri-
ate time because it was in 1949--exactly 75 years
ago—- that a diplomatic relation was entrenched
between the two countries.

Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA
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